
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; James Lloyd; James P. “Sean” 

Viars; Peggy Hash; Geary Jonas; Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:       Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor                    

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Amy McBride    
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Viars to approve 

the minutes of the March 23, 2021 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a 

vote of five (5) for: Jonas, Viars, Duncan, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Amy McBride was present to update Council on the Depot Foundation.  The annual plant sale 

will be held in June.  The Farmers Market will be held starting in June through September.  Mrs. 

McBride explained that the Depot is getting booked for events.  Mrs. McBride stated that the 

Depot Foundation would be willing to donate their time to paint the caboose if the town will 

provide the paint.  Councilmember Viars stated that it would be a good idea to paint the caboose 

by May 8, 2021 for the prom.  Mayor Litz mentioned ordering the paint from Harpo’s Hardware 

because it was purchased from there the last time and the paint has held up well.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that he will have it pressure washed before painting. He stated that he knows a 

girl that needs community service hours. 
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Jack Titter of 227 Valley View Avenue was present to address Council with several concerns.  

Mr. Titter explained that Mr. Jimmy Gordon has many cockroaches in his house.  He stated that 

the house next door to Mr. Gordon’s should be condemned.  Mr. Titter stated that the house on 

the other side of Mr. Gordons has about twenty tractor trailer tires stacked up in the back yard.  

Mr. Titter reported that there is a lot of speeding on his street as well.  Chief Breedlove asked if 

he knows who is speeding in the neighborhood. Chief Breedlove asked if the speeding is on 

Valley View.  Mr. Titter stated that many cars go 50 mph on the street between 7:00 to 8:00 am.  

Mr. Titter stated that someone is going to get hit by one of the cars.  He added that many people 

are mowing and throwing grass out into the street.  He asked if that can be taken care of before 

someone on a motorcycle has an accident.  Mr. Titter then stated that the house across the street 

from him has about fifteen propane tanks stacked up around the house. Councilmember Duncan 

asked where the cockroaches are coming from.  Town Manager Childers stated that most likely 

coming from the Rose residence next to Mr. Gordon’s house.  Mr. Titter stated that the town’s 

water is ruining his faucets due to the lime in the water.  He added that the water bills are 

extremely high for the quality of the water.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Town Manager Childers read a letter from State Senator Todd Pillions office.  The letter is 

regarding the support of expansion of passenger rail service from Roanoke to Bristol, VA.  He 

asked the town to consider a Resolution to support the future passenger rail service to Bristol, 

VA.  Town Manager Childers stated that basically the rail service expansion will help to get 

some of the traffic off I-81 between Roanoke and Bristol, VA.  Mayor Litz read a resolution in 

its entirety.  A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember 

Jonas to adopt the resolution.  Councilmember Viars stated that this will open an Amtrak station 

in the New River Valley area. He added that it will be beneficial to Virginia Tech students going 

back and forth from school and home.  Mayor Litz agreed that it is a step forward. There being 

no further questions the motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, 

Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

Councilmember Jonas stated that there is trash blowing across Main Street from a dumpster at 

the used car lot on Church Street.   Mayor Litz asked Chief Breedlove to address the issue. 
 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove reported that he has asked Mr. Rose in the past to mow his lawn.  He added that 

the Elm Avenue property situation is getting better.  He has assisted the property owner in 

cleaning up the property and hauled off several loads of trash himself.  Chief Breedlove stated 

that the state law has changed to add clutter.  Chief Breedlove stated that the town will need to 

revise the existing ordinance to include the word clutter.  The new law goes into effect July 1, 

2021.  The word clutter includes mechanical equipment, household furniture, containers, and 

similar items that may be detrimental to the wellbeing of the community when left in the public 

view for an extended period of time or allowed to accumulate.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that the town will need to have a public hearing to change the ordinance.  Councilmember Viars 

asked if there is a penalty for violating the ordinance.  Chief Breedlove stated that it will be a 

civil penalty with a fine up to $3,000 per year, or the clutter can be removed by the town.  He 

added that after three violations the matter can be turned into a criminal offense.  Chief 
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Breedlove stated that the town is required to give fair warning before any actions are taken. 

Chief Breedlove then reported that he has made one arrest this month. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Town Manager Childers reported that the dirt has been 

leveled and grass seed will be sowed next. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Mayor Litz stated that the original group that was supposed to 

perform has split up.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will meet with Jerrell Hall this week 

regarding the stage expansion.  Mayor Litz stated that the Town of Wytheville has decided to 

hold their Chautauqua festival the same weekend as Heritage Days.  Councilmember Jonas stated 

that the Town of Wytheville acted irresponsibly by scheduling the event on the same weekend as 

Rural Retreat’s festival.  He stated that the festival in Wytheville is customarily held in June 

while Rural Retreat’s has always been the last Saturday in July. 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Chief Breedlove included this in his police report. 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – Treasurer Patton reported that a Proclamation will be made at 

the April 27, 2021 Council meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Councilmember Lloyd stated that he will reach out to Dr. Pepper Corporation regarding Dr. 

Pepper Days in October. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

RURAL RETREAT VOL EMERGENCY SERVICE – Councilmember Duncan reported the 

Rescue Squad had 60 calls compared to 77 the same time last year.  Councilmember Duncan 

stated that he has contacted the billing company regarding the insurance company billing. Mayor 

Litz stated that if the Fire Department and Rescue Squad are being dispatched and incurring 

expenses then they should be able to bill for their time.  Councilmember Jonas agreed that if they 

are dispatched then they should be able to bill.  Town Manager Childers stated that he has 

spoken with insurance adjusters that say they will pay the bill if received from the Rescue Squad.  

Councilmember Viars asked why the urgency of the issue is not being addressed.  He asked if the 

Rescue Squad understands that they need to be trying to get the bills out to the insurance 

companies.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad members have been given the 

opportunity to handle the issue.  He stated that they are simply not sending the bills to the 

insurance companies.  Councilmember Duncan stated that he will have more information after a 

conference with the billing company this week.  Mayor Litz reminded everyone that the Town 

Council has the final word regarding the Rescue Squad. He added that as the Council liaison, 

Councilmember Duncan may want to convey that to the Rescue Squad members.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that Councilmember Duncan should be commended for his efforts with 

the Rescue Squad.  Town Manager Childers stated that this issue is not about the quality of 

service provided by the Rescue Squad but the management of the organization.  Councilmember 

Jonas stated that poor management can ruin an organization.  Councilmember Hash stated that 

she along with former Town Manager Michael James, and Mayor Litz worked hard to get the 
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vehicles in the town’s name to keep ownership of the Rescue Squad.  Councilmember Duncan 

stated that the next meeting is Tuesday, April 20, 2021.   

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton reported the budget committee met prior 

to tonight’s Council meeting.  The next meeting will be on April 27, 2021 to continue work on 

the 2021-2022 budget. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that the 

attorneys for DH Griffin filed the necessary paperwork to dismiss the ongoing lawsuit against the 

town. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Treasurer Patton stated that the town office is investigating mailing out 

the water and sewer bills via a third-party provider.  The new bill will be in a standard number 

ten envelope instead of the small card that is currently used.  Sometimes the water cards get lost 

in the mail and they do not go through the postal machines.  There will be a setup fee from the 

software company and from the printer. The actual monthly cost will be less.  The bills will go 

out a little later than they do now.   She stated there will be more information at the next meeting. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

  

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- The town only had one bid come in for the Vernon’s Sewer Project.  R&R Septic was 

awarded the contract.  The work will begin in the next few weeks. 

- Mike Jones and myself met with the Lane Group today and went over preliminary design 

for the first phase of the sewer rehabilitation.  A cost projection has not been determined 

at this time, but work may be up bids this summer. 

- The town was waiting on CAT 5 cable for the Shentel installation, but it did not come in.  

We will get the cable and the maintenance crew will install it.  CAT 5 is already available 

in the Council Chambers. 

- The next meeting will begin with a public hearing. It will be advertised 7 days prior to the 

meeting. 

- The town is currently in a situation where our service pumps are in disarray.  These are 

the pumps that actually send the water to town and water tanks.  We currently have one 

pumping, but it is in bad condition and may not last the week.  We have S&S pumps 

trying to fix the problem.  We are going to try to get the two pumps we currently have 

and make one functioning pump.  Lead time on the pumps are 4 to 6 weeks. 

Councilmember Viars asked if a discussion was made about a backup service pump.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that in this instance two pumps failed.  Councilmember Duncan asked if 

two pumps could be purchased to so that there will be a backup.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that the lead pump’s impeller went bad, and the backup pump failed.  Town Manager Childers 

explained that there is a well pump, spring pump with a spare spring pump, and the pump in the 

building that sends the water to the filtration system. The pumps that failed are the ones that 
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pump the water to town.  Mayor Litz explained that the manufacture’s lead time is 6 to 8 weeks.  

Councilmember Duncan asked about the warranty on the pump that only had eleven hours.  

Town Manager Childers stated that the warranty will be voided once the pump is opened.   

Town Manager Childers stated that the TextmyGov program is available to town citizens for 

information from the town.  Town Manager Childers explained how citizens can text a key word 

to the number for notifications regarding severe weather, water billing, office closure, and water 

shut offs. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for April 13, 2021 were read and approved. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


